Junior Football 
Chris Kingshott / Tracy Wadsworth Report

The OW Junior Section season 2024-25 see’s 562 children registered across 44 teams from the age of 6 through to 18 years old.

We have again secured our FA 2 Star accreditation, which demonstrates our continued adherence to the stringent framework outlined by the FA and is only achievable by the hard work by our dedicated committee team.

Due to our size, and scope of our membership (training, competitive matches etc) external hire of floodlit training facilities continues to be our biggest outlay, with eight sites now utilised weekly to ensure every member has access to 3/4G training facilities.
We continue to hire external grass pitches to fulfil our playing needs and also 4G pitches so we can ensure to deliver matches every week irrespective of the weather conditions.

Our partnership with our training provider APD continues into its tenth year, and continues to set us apart with the provision of professional, syllabus based coaching.

Some notable successes last season
U7 Spring Gold Plate Winners - McDowell
U16 League Shield Winners - Whiteley
U9/10 Girls Cup Winners - Knights
U14 Girls Gold cup runner up - Rayworth
U15/16 Girls Gold Cup Silver Winner - Brittain
U11 Girls Gold Cup Silver Winner - Dash
U11 Autumn Gold Cup Gold Finalist - Bourner 
U14 Girls Premier Division runner up - Rayworth 
U12 Division One Champions - Smart
U15 Greencoat – Kent Youth League Promotion
U16 Brecon - Kent Youth League Promotion
U17 Whiteley – Shield Winners

We have successfully transitioned the Saturday morning pay as you play attendees of “OW Minis” into three boys under 7 teams, Hoffmann, Talybont and Paton, and our youngest girls team, Taylor into the under 9 age group.
All teams are entered into the Tandridge league and are competing weekly.

As part of our roadmap for higher level playing, we celebrated the promotion of the u15 Greencoat and u16 Brecon teams into the respective A leagues of the Kent Youth League system.
We also increased from three to four teams representing OW in the KYL, with u13 Wilson and u14 Kelly also competing at the higher level.

Our Girls section has again seen growth with the addition of another team at u9, taking our total to 12 teams and over 140 registered female members.

Our young ladies in Teams Rayworth (u15) and Nairne (u18) have progressed into the Girls Kent Youth League and are already demonstrating their ability to compete with the best teams in the region.
  
Our junior referee scheme has continued to flourish with over 80% of matches now officiated by qualified junior referees
We would also like to take this opportunity to recognise the older members who are now giving back to the junior section.
Coaches Mason and Isabel, both OW players, past and present now run their own junior teams, with Mason entering his 4th year of management managing u10 Team Hayes and Isabel halfway through her first season managing u9 Team Taylor
This is yet another success and demonstration on our commitment to our members of developing them not only as footballers, but preparing them for adulthood.

In coaching team Hayes for the last four years Mason has also just accepted a full-time coaching role at Chelsea FC. Congratulation Mason!


You would of also noticed the new dugouts and fencing towards to the right hand side of the 1st team pitch. We thank Adam Stone and Neil Kendrick for their hardwork and perseverance in delivering this signature project on behalf of the junior section.
As for our next project.. watch this space, we don’t sit still….


Committee Changes;

We thank Andy Turner for his tenure on the OWJFC and welcome Neil Johnson and Mason to the committee in working with the development age groups.

All other members of the committee remain, and we thank them for their continued dedication in the running of the section.




